
07/2026
Brilley Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Parish Council meeting on 

Monday 13 July 2026 at 19.30 in Brilley Village Hall
In attendance: Alasdair Stevenson (AS, Chair), Adrian Chapman (AC, Vice-Chair), Gareth Bufton (GB), Liz Tucker (LZ), Chris Bromiley (CB) and Amber Littleworth, Parish Clerk 
 4 members of the public including PC Steve Thomas, Tree Warden Gareth Bufton and Ward Councillor Robert Highfield
1. To receive apologies of absence – Robert Highfield not in attendance for Items 1 to 7.3 
2. To receive declarations of interest and written applications for dispensation – none
3. To adopt minutes of previous meeting (both Annual Parish and General Meeting) – 11 May 2026 – both Minutes were agreed by all present to be a true account of the meeting – LT proposed the Minutes be adopted and GB seconded – both minutes were therefore ADOPTED and SIGNED by the Chair.
4. Public Forum – Local Residents – At Chairman’s discretion, up to 10 mins will be allocated for the public to make representations, ask questions & give evidence in respect of any item on the agenda. Maximum of 2 mins per person is allowed. Item is not for comment on parish council discussions or decisions. Issues raised will be in public minutes and may be videoed or recorded. 
4.1 Ward Councillor – Big changes in Planning Regulations Department, after October 2026 no Ward Cllr will not be able to refer something to the Planning Committee. Chief Planner will take note of what Ward Cllr says by way of comments through portal. NDP are still relevant, age of NDP is noted but no matter the age they are still taken into account. Hereford Bypass Phase 1 is still on schedule, works on Shire Hall will start this year too, starting work on the old Library which will eventually be the Museum soon. Transport Interchange is on schedule. Holme Lacey Road improvements are on schedule. Herefordshire Council are ‘okay’ financially, despite the government taking £27m away. 
4.2 Local Residents – Dogs running loose on C1073 Cae Beddw road, a cause of safety for the dogs, PC Steve Thomas will visit the property. 
PC Steve Thomas introduced himself and is working alongside PCSO Felix Rawlinson. Thankfully, no crime update so they are more than happy to attend for minor issues and concerns (such as loose dogs on a road). Complaints made again to PC Steve Thomas regarding the ‘boy racer’ with his dangerous driving which Steve has noted. PC Steve Thomas reassured all present that the Animal Crematorium tragedy is being dealt with by the appropriate authorities. 

5. Planning – the following planning applications were NOTED by Parish Councillors:
5.1 
enforcement issue – noted by the cllrs that the area looks rather empty
5.2
 no objection, doesn’t contravene any NDP policies. 
5.3
 same as above
6. Financial Procedures –
Parish Councillors NOTED the bank balance as at 30 June 2026 was £12,460.93 in the current account and £15,447.12 in the savings account.  
6.1 The following payments were AGREED in accordance with the budget


6.1.1
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – June 2026


6.1.2
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – July 2026


6.1.3 
Autela Payroll Services £82.36 Inv No 17454
08/2026

6.2 The following payments made which have been pre-approved were NOTED:
6.2.1 Unity Bank Charges £7.00 monthly by direct debit
6.2.2 Community First Insurance from 01.06.26 to 31.05.27 £203.94
6.2.3 A Littleworth – reimbursement of stationary costs £16.56
6.3 To note the following payments received:  NONE.
6.4 Lengthsman Payments

It was AGREED the Parish Council would pay our newly appointed Lengthsman in accordance with the Lengthsman Schedule hours, and any additional works carried out within the month must be agreed in advance/at the next Parish Council meeting. 
7. Parish Reports and Issues – 
7.1 Lengthsman Update – Schedule will be left as it currently stands with flexibility for Aaron to amend as he gets more familiar with the lengthsman duties. 
7.2 Smart Water – We have had confirmation the scheme is now finished. 
7.3 Cwm Thomas Lane - The unsurfaced unclassified road is in a very poor and dangerous state. Condition to be reported to HC and a request for a temporary closure to all motor vehicles made until HC make the road functional and safe for all permitted users.
7.4 Allocating Reserves – There are concerns there will be fewer things complete/available for the Parish following on from the new Public Realm, but there should be access to greater opportunities for the Lengthsman to tackle within the Parish. It was AGREED larger lengthsman works will take precedent for our reserves coinciding with any Grants available from Herefordshire Council. Standard technology reserves still apply as per our Asset Register. 
7.5 NatWest Compensation – Clerk updated Councillors that NatWest are arguing they acted professionally aside from a few ‘honest administrative errors.’ All present at this meeting AGREED this was unacceptable, and we will seek advice from the financial ombudsman. Clerk to work alongside Cllr CB.
7.6 Banking Signatory List – It was AGREED Cllr GB and Cllr CB will be added to the banking signatory list to ease the pressure from Chair and Vice-Chair. 
7.7 Holburn Lane and Chapel Road – Chair has examined the area at great depth. There are no safe/suitable areas of private land to place the signs, and any signs placed in this area in the future would have to be on highway. Ward Cllr has reminded Bruce and Ed they promised to fix the road and nothing has been done. Ward Cllr will push again. 
7.8 HMRC VAT Return – Clerk confirmed now that our financial affairs are in order and the dust has settled, a VAT Return will be processed. To update again in September. 
7.9 Fly Tipping – Parish Council spoke with PC Steve Taylor regarding the issue with the recent fly tipping, Cllr AC confirmed there are two vehicles on CCTV within the time frame and registration plate details have been passed over. PC Steve Taylor confirmed checks will be done imminently.
8. Items for next agenda (no discussion) – Lengthsman, update NatWest Comp, Footpath Officer, Holburn Lane and Chapel Road 
9.  To consider date of next meeting Monday 14th September at 7.30pm
Meeting closed at 20:54

