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Brilley Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Parish Council meeting on 

Monday 11 May 2026 at 19.30 in Brilley Village Hall
In attendance: Alasdair Stevenson (AS, Chair), Adrian Chapman (AC, Vice Chair), Gareth Bufton (GB), Liz Tucker (LZ) and Amber Littleworth, Parish Clerk 
 4 members of the public including Ward Councillor and Tree Warden Gareth Pugh
1. To elect a Chairperson – It was unanimously AGREED that Alasdair Stevenson would continue as Chair of Brilley Parish Council.
2. To elect a Vice-Chairperson – It was unanimously AGREED that Adrian Chapman would continue as Vice-Chair of Brilley Parish Council.
3. To receive apologies of absence – Ward Cllr Robert Highfield for Items 1-5 
4. To co-opt a new Parish Councillor – 2 potential candidates present at this meeting who are willing to join the Council. 
Firstly, Chris Bromiley (first candidate) spoke whilst Martin Whitehead (second candidate) left the room. He thanked the Parish Council for the opportunity, outlining his past which would benefit the local community as he has already been a Parish Councillor in Wiltshire. He recently moved to the Parish nearly 2 years ago and was warmly welcomed by the community, in particular his local neighbours. He ran a business alongside his Wife for 20+ years and has since retired, now resulting with more time on his hands. Running a business for that amount of time has proven he is proactive, focused and has desire to ‘get things done’. He feels it is his opportunity to give back to the community as he was so warmly welcomed upon arrival. 

Martin Whitehead then re-entered the room whilst Chris left the room. Martin moved here in 2017, he and his Wife both work in the village, he has two grown up kids, previous experience with Parish Councils and lots of local knowledge of the area. 
Councillors thanked both participants and then voted by paper ballot. The Chair announced Chris Bromiley has been invited to join the meeting as a Parish Councillor. Chris signed the Declaration of Acceptance and was welcomed to the team. 
5. To receive declarations of interest and written applications for dispensation – 8.1 and 8.2 for Councillor Chris Bromiley as INFORMATION ONLY therefore did not need to leave the room.
6. To adopt minutes of previous meeting – 12 January 2026 – the Minutes were agreed by all present to be a true account of the meeting – LT proposed the Minutes be adopted and GB seconded – the minutes were therefore ADOPTED and SIGNED by the Chair.
Ward Councillor Robert Highfield attends the meeting.  

7. Public Forum – Local Residents – At Chairman’s discretion, up to 10 mins will be allocated for the public to make representations, ask questions & give evidence in respect of any item on the agenda. Maximum of 2 mins per person is allowed. Item is not for comment on parish council discussions or decisions. Issues raised will be in public minutes and may be videoed or recorded. 
7.1 Ward Councillor – Public Realm Contract which commences on 1st June 2026 – M Group Highways will be taking over.  Locality Stewards essentially worked for Balfour Beatty which have been brough ‘in house’ and they will be checking the quality of works as official ‘road management officers’. Councillor Highfield began by congratulating the Chairman and committee on all their good work over the last year. He then explained how central government had cut funding by £27m. £7m cut in the rural grant, £3m promised for a 
04/2026
SEN school, and £17m off this year’s grant. The latter by removing every mention of rurality from the algorithm. This represents a continued attack on rural areas. However, he emphasised that our finances were still very sound. Savings had been found and we would make it work.

A new Public Realm contract would begin on 1/6. This would see road maintenance, ditches, verges, street lighting brought back in house. Locality Stewards would evolve into inspection and quality control. M Group would be the new main contractors, but more local contractors would be involved.

Children’s services are now rated as ‘Good’ in the latest OFSTED report.

Work on the Hereford bypass would begin this year.

7.2 Local Residents – 3.5T limit request for Chapel Lane which was discussed during Item 10.3. No other concerns were raised. 
8. Planning – the following planning applications were NOTED by Parish Councillors:
8.1 
P260585/XA2 – PP Approval of details reserved by condition – The Clearing, Whitney-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR3 6ES. 

Application for approval of details reserved by Condition 7 attached to Planning Permission 250462

APPROVED

8.2
 P260803/AM – Non-Material Amendment – Land at The Clearing, Whitney-on-Wye, Herefordshire

Non-material amendment to planning permission 250462 (Proposed replacement self-build highly sustainable dwelling and garage) – changes to appearance 

APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

8.3
P242683 – ENFORCEMENT UPDATE - Retrospective application for a horse blanket washdown room with w.c. & parking area for a caravan to be used as an office/welfare unit for the equestrian business.  
Notice was served and can take 180 days. 

9. Financial Procedures –
Parish Councillors NOTED the bank balance as at 11th May 2026 was £14,208.21 in the current account and £15,372.38 in the savings account.  
9.1 The following payments were AGREED in accordance with the budget


9.1.1
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – March 2026 (FR31)



9.1.2
Clerk reimbursement – postage £2.40 (FR26)



9.1.3 
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – April 2026 (FR34)


9.1.4
Clerk work from allowance for 2025 as per the Contract of Employment - £100.00 



9.1.5
Clerk travel expenses from April 2025 to April 2026 - £97.02



9.1.6 
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – May 2026

9.2 The following payments made which have been pre-approved were NOTED:



9.2.1
Unity Bank Charges £7.00 monthly by direct debit 



9.2.2
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – January (FR29)



9.2.3
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – February (FR30)



9.2.4
Information Commissioners Office annual renewal direct debit - £47.00 (FR32)



9.2.5
Payment to Village Hall Committee for annual grass cuttings £1,250.00 (FR33)

9.3  To note the following payments received: 

9.3.1 
Clerk admitted an omission in the Agenda. 

The Parish Council in fact received the HCC Creditors April precept £5,750.00 which was received on 17th April 2026 with a reference number of 40206392. Councillors NOTED this. 
05/2026

10. Parish Reports and Issues – 

10.1. Lengthsman Update – Clerk provided a Lengthsman breakdown detailing the hourly rate, insurance cover, emergency works, equipment hire for each business we have approached. AC proposed and CB seconded that Aaron Lewis is our new Lengthsman. Clerk will contact him and discuss start dates. 
10.2. Smart Water – LT will send over contact details to Clerk who will then proceed with this matter.
10.3. State of highways in the Parish including Holborn Lane/Chapel Road and recent damage to highways following road closures – Traffic Management have been in attendance several times and we are still none the wiser. Previous Locality Steward warned the road will most likely be closed rather than carry out any work as it will be easier. Parish Council could look into a Traffic Reservation Order (TRO) which will be payable by us rather County Council. There is a potential to purchase ‘unsuitable for HGV’s’. Ward Councillor believes if we push for Herefordshire Council to repair the roads, we would win but concerns were raised that this would take years which the lifeline of the roads may not be in favour for. Direct all correspondence to Ed Bradford. Parish Councillors discussed at length the pros and cons of purchasing ‘unsuitable for HGV’s’ signage as a temporary measure to reduce unsuitable traffic fall. Chair, assisted by Ward Cllr Highfield, will contact Herefordshire Council with an official request they both install and fund traffic advice signs covering Holborn Lane and Chapel Road. Chair and Vice-Chair will pin point the most appropriate areas for these signs and come back to us during the July meeting. Clerk will research approximate costs. Apologies from Ward Councillor on behalf of Herefordshire Council for the poor management and breaches from the road closures at the beginning of the year. Ward Councillor is working at depth on changing diversions once the new Public Realm Contract is in place. Priority List update requested from Chair to Ward Councillor which unfortunately has not made any progress even Herefordshire roads have had considerate amount of works in the last year. 
10.4. AGAR Internal Audit 2025/2026
10.4.1 Certificate of Exemption – the Parish Council CONFIRMED and NOTED this document and the Responsible Financial Officer and Chair signed the same on Page 3 of the AGAR Form. 
10.4.2 Internal Audit Report – the Clerk read out the Report to Councillors and residents present at the meeting. Parish Councillors have NOTED this document and will discuss making use of our reserves at the next Parish Council meeting. 

10.4.3 Annual Governance Statement – the Clerk read out the statement and provided copies to the Councillors who CONFIRMED the Statement is in order. Therefore, the Chair of the Council and the Responsible Financial Officer signed the same on Page 5 of the AGAR Form. 

10.4.4 Accounting Statements – the Clerk read out the Accounting Statements which Councillors CONSIDERED and APPROVED the same. Therefore, the Chair signed the same on Page 6 of the AGAR form. 

10.5 Request for Clerk’s annual leave – Council have approved requested dates. 
8. Items for next agenda (no discussion) – Lengthsman schedule, Smart Water, allocating reserves, Cwm Thomas Lane, NatWest compensation
06/2026
9.  To consider date of next meeting Monday 13th July at 7.30pm
Meeting closed at 20:57

