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Brilley Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Parish Council meeting on 

Monday 12 January 2026 at 19.30 in Brilley Village Hall
In attendance: Alasdair Stevenson (AS, Chair), Adrian Chapman (AC, Vice Chair), Gareth Bufton (GB), and Amber Littleworth, Parish Clerk 
1 member of the public 

1. To receive apologies of absence – Liz Tucker, Ward Councillor Robert Highfield
2. To receive declarations of interest and written applications for dispensation – none received
3. To adopt minutes of previous meeting – 10 November 2025 – the Minutes were agreed by all present to be a true account of the meeting – AC proposed the Minutes be adopted and GB seconded – the minutes were therefore ADOPTED and SIGNED by the Chair.
4. Public Forum – Local Residents – At Chairman’s discretion, up to 10 mins will be allocated for the public to make representations, ask questions & give evidence in respect of any item on the agenda. Maximum of 2 mins per person is allowed. Item is not for comment on parish council discussions or decisions. Issues raised will be in public minutes and may be videoed or recorded. 
4.1 Ward Councillor – not in attendance, no update provided. 
4.2 Local Residents – One member of the public would like to discuss Chapel Lane and will discuss the same at Item 7.6
5. Planning – the following planning applications were NOTED/COMMENTED ON by Parish Councillors:
5.1 
P252610/L – Listed Building Consent: Tan House, Whitney-on-Wye, Hereford, HR3 6HH

Proposed urgent emergency works to stabilise Tan House Barn including new repairs and like-for-like repairs to roof covering, timber frame and stonework and the addition of new Douglas Fir feather edged cladding. Part Retrospective. 


Parish Council commented: “Brilley Parish Council have no objections to this planning application. The works are necessary and does not conflict with our NDP”


APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

6. Financial Procedures –
Parish Councillors NOTED the bank balance as at 12th January 2026 was £12,118.37 in the current account and £15,293.50 in the savings account.  
6.1 The following payments were AGREED in accordance with the budget


6.1.1
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – January 2026 (FR29)
6.1.2
Autela Payroll Services 16332 £90.00 (FR27)

6.2 The following payments made were NOTED:


6.2.1
6.2.1
Unity Bank Charges £6.00 monthly by direct debit 



6.2.2
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – December (FR28)
6.3  To note the following payments received: 


NONE
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7. Parish Reports and Issues – 

7.1. Expenses 2026 Policy – This document was reviewed by Councillors. AC proposed and GB seconded, the document was therefore ADOPTED and the Clerk will add this to the website. 

7.2. NatWest Compensation – It was AGREED we would proceed with compensation claims with the final figure of £829.33. Clerk to start the process alongside AC. 
7.3. Lengthsman Schedule – Clerk will change the date on the schedule and delay updating until the new Lengthsman has been appointed to review the schedule. 
7.4. Smart Water – Clerk to obtain the contact details from Liz Tucker and will request more information to then distribute to members of the public. Suggestions of purchasing Smart Water Area posters to disperse around the parish. This Item will be continued to the March meeting. 
7.5. Councillor vacancy – Clerk to email Fiona to advertise the vacancy on the emailing list for the Parish. The vacancy is available to view on the Parish Council website, Offa Tree News and the Notice Board. 
7.6. Holborn Lane/Chapel Road – 17.5T lorry accessed the area but unfortunately caused damage to the trees going down Chapel Road. Nothing heard from Ward Councillor since the last meeting, Chair to raise issue with Ward Councillor again. AC to get back in touch with Bruce Evans from Herefordshire Council for costs advice to rectify these issues. This will be reviewed again in March. 
7.7. Village Hall Grass Cuttings Cost Distribution – The grass cutting figure for 2025 is £1,250.00. The Parish Council discussed at length our budget and financial position and it was AGREED that the Parish Council would pay for the same in its entirety. GB proposed and AC seconded. Clerk will make reimbursement arrangements with the Treasurer of the Village Hall. 
7.8. Hay & District Dial-a-Ride Transport – The Parish Council believe the Village Hall Committee with their regular luncheons/coffee mornings would be the best way to spread the word of this opportunity. Clerk will liaise directly with the Chair of the Village Hall.
7.9. Lengthsman update – AC has met with two out of the three potential candidates so far. They both offered great potential. AC to meet with the third candidate in the very near future and this shall be continued to the March meeting. 
8. Items for next agenda (no discussion) – Lengthsman update/schedule, Smart Water, Councillor vacancy, Holborn Lane/Chapel Road, AGM meeting date, AGAR Internal Auditor. 
9.  To consider date of next meeting Monday 9th March 2026 at 7.30pm
Meeting closed at 20.18pm 

