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Brilley Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Parish Council meeting on 

Monday 10 November 2025 at 19.30 in Brilley Village Hall
In attendance: Alasdair Stevenson (AS, Chair), Adrian Chapman (AC, Vice Chair), Liz Tucker (LT), Gareth Bufton (GB), and Amber Littleworth, Parish Clerk 
Ward Councillor Robert Highfield
2 members of the public
1. To receive apologies of absence – none
2. To receive declarations of interest and written applications for dispensation – none received
3. To adopt minutes of previous meeting – 8 September 2025 – the Minutes were agreed by all present to be a true account of the meeting – LT proposed the Minutes be adopted and AC seconded – the minutes were therefore ADOPTED and SIGNED by the Chair.
4. Public Forum – Local Residents – At Chairman’s discretion, up to 10 mins will be allocated for the public to make representations, ask questions & give evidence in respect of any item on the agenda. Maximum of 2 mins per person is allowed. Item is not for comment on parish council discussions or decisions. Issues raised will be in public minutes and may be videoed or recorded. 
4.1 Ward Councillor – “Dark Lane” (located above the Church) which is a U-named road, Ward Councillor visited the area and commented the state of the road was still accessible and not in too poor of a state. Potholes and road resurfacing has been a massive effort this year and he hopes the public has started to notice a difference by now. 
Bypass phase 1 - diggers in the ground by next year is the hope. Phase 2 will depend on government choices at the time. Children’s services will be branded “good” or “needs improvement” from Ofsted Report, there is still much work to be done and improvements to be made but this is a step in the right direction. The work has started on the new Transport Interchange (£10 million project) outside of the railway station and reviews of bus service to be integrated within this project. Worries that the Zipper Busses may not be available in the future. Sergeants are reviewing the possibility of charging £1 for all journeys within Hereford. Works to the new city library is imminent. Money has been found in the past to subsidise Council grants/schemes available amongst Parishes which has worked well for many Parishes in Herefordshire. This is soon to change and will make drastic changes to these grants/schemes which will affect Parishes in the County, specifically rural areas. 
4.2 Local Residents – Village Hall Treasurer has attended the meeting with the invoices of the Village Hall grass cuts for 2025 which were handed over to the Clerk. This will be discussed at the next meeting (January 2026). 

Broadband outages within the Parish AGAIN. This cable issue is from Brilley Court Drive to the Church and is affecting many residents/properties in the Parish. Openreach will be in attendance with traffic management with the hope it will be fixed between Friday 14th November and Tuesday 18th November 2025. Phone signal is too poor to improve broadband signals from 4G and 5G signals. Clerk to send an email to Ellie Chowns (MP) to express our concern as instructed by Ms Chowns herself during a discussion with Cllr Liz Tucker (LT) on Saturday 8th November 2025 during a meeting. The Village Hall has opened their doors for those who may need to use their broadband during this outage. 
Brilley Parish Council’s Tree Warden has written a small article and sent it to the Offa Tree News Magazine expressing the success of the “protect the roadside verges” scheme which Brilley Parish Council took part of this year and hopes this will continue next year. Our Warden informed us from his policing aspect that there is a second full Police Officer in place for the Kington region. A comment was made about the number of thefts recently in the County, particularly involving Churches. 
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One member of the public left the meeting. 

5. Planning – the following planning applications were NOTED/COMMENTED ON by Parish Councillors:
5.1 P252610 – Listed Building Consent – Tan House, Whitney-on-Wye, Hereford, Herefordshire, HR3

6HH

Proposed urgent emergency works to stabilise Tan House Barn including new repairs and like for like repairs to roof covering, timber frame and stonework and the addition of new Douglas Fire feather edged cladding (part retrospective).

Brilley Parish Council commented on 14th October 2025 agreeing the works were necessary and does not conflict with our NDP. Brilley Parish Council have no objections. 


5.2 P242683 – Retrospective Planning 

Update for horse blanket washdown room with WC and parking area for caravan to be used as an office/welfare area for the equestrian business.

Chair believes the Enforcement Team are involved. From the view of most Councillors present, there is clearly someone living there. AS will request an update for the next meeting. 
6. Financial Procedures –
Parish Councillors NOTED the bank balance as at 10th November 2025 was £13,617.61 in the current account and £15,209.68 in the savings account.  
6.1 The following payments were AGREED in accordance with the budget


6.1.1
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – November (FR22)

6.1.2
Clerk backpay in accordance with SLCC National Pay Increase from 1st April 2025 to date (FR23)

6.1.3
PKF Littlejohn 2024-2025 audit fee £252.00 (FR24)

6.2 The following payments made were NOTED:


6.2.1
Unity Bank Charges £6.00 monthly by direct debit 



6.2.2
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – September (FR21)



6.2.3 
Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – October (FR25)


6.3 The following payment received was NOTED:
6.3.1 
HCC Creditors £5,750.00 (FR-B)
7. Parish Reports and Issues – 

7.1. Lengthsman update – There are four Lengthsman companies that the Parish Council are aware of. Contact will be made by the Clerk with the hope with an interview in the near future. 
7.2. Smart Water – Nearby Parishes use the Smart Water Scheme - £10.68 per household payable provided that 80% or more of Parish households sigh up to this scheme. This is around 100 properties in Brilley. The other option is for the Parish Council to pay for the scheme as whole (approximately £1,068.00). It was agreed we would spread the news of this offer to residents of the Parish and we will publish the same in the Offa Tree News.
7.3. To adopt Financial Regulations Policy 2025 – This document was reviewed and LT proposed and AC seconded. This document was, therefore, adopted. 
17/2025
7.4. To adopt Asset Register Policy 2025 – This document was reviewed and LT proposed and AC seconded. This document was, therefore, adopted.
7.5. To adopt Code of Conduct Policy 2025 – This document was reviewed and LT proposed and AC seconded. This document was, therefore, adopted.
7.6. To agree 2026-2027 precept – It was AGREED after discussion that the Precept will remain the same at £11,500.00. It was NOTED by Councillors that we are, to date, unaware of the pending expenditure with obtaining a new Lengthsman and this will be closely monitored. Brilley Parish Council have enough funds at present to prevent Council Tax being increased for as long as possible.
7.7. Councillor vacancy – Vacancy notices are published on the website and notice board within the Parish but, as yet, there have been no applications.
7.8. Holborn Lane / Chapel Road – Holborn Lane - signage for “unsuitable for HGV’s” has been approved from Herefordshire Council provided that the Parish Council foot the bill and erect the same by our Lengthsman. AS will forward correspondence to Ward Councillor who will look into the matter. 
Chapel Road – update from AC who unfortunately said it has been very quiet with regards to this matter. AC will chase for an update and copy Ward Councillor into the correspondence. 
7.9. To adopt Herefordshire Council’s 2025 Charter – This document was reviewed and LT proposed and AC seconded. This document was, therefore, adopted
7.10. To agree National Pay Increase for clerk and backpay from April 2025 to date – Councillors AGREED the National Pay Increase and Clerk will make arrangements with our Payroll Service provider. 
8. Items for next agenda (no discussion) – LM, Smart Water, Councillor vacancy, Holborn Lane/Chapel Road, Village Hall grass cuttings.
9.  To consider date of next meeting Monday 12th January 2026 at 7.30pm
Meeting closed at 20.51pm 

