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Brilley Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Parish Council meeting on 

Monday 8 September 2025 at 19.30 in Brilley Village Hall
In attendance: Alasdair Stevenson (AS, Chair), Adrian Chapman (Vice Chair), Liz Tucker (LT) and Amber Littleworth, Parish Clerk 
1 member of the public
1. To receive apologies of absence – Cllr Gareth Bufton (GB) and Ward Cllr Robert Highfield
2. To receive declarations of interest and written applications for dispensation – none received
3. To adopt minutes of previous meeting – 14 July 2025 – the Minutes were agreed by all present to be a true account of the meeting - AC proposed the minutes be adopted and LT seconded – the minutes were therefore ADOPTED and SIGNED by the Chair.
4. Public Forum – Local Residents – At Chairman’s discretion, up to 10 mins will be allocated for the public to make representations, ask questions & give evidence in respect of any item on the agenda. Maximum of 2 mins per person is allowed. Item is not for comment on parish council discussions or decisions. Issues raised will be in public minutes and may be videoed or recorded. 
4.1 Ward Councillor – Apologies from Ward Councillor, Parish Clerk received the following by email “I would like to report that the county Local Access Forum (LAF) which advises on access to the countryside is being revamped, and the Public Rights of Way office in the council has had staff changes and a new policy. I expect better liaison with Parish Footpath Officers, and more action to fix problems on the network.

I now sit on the LAF and chair the enforcement sub-committee, so if you are not getting the proper response for reports to the council, contact me directly.

Work has started on the new Public Transport Interchange at the station in Hereford, and also on the Shire Hall where the new library will be established.

More than 10% of our 2000 miles of roads have been re-surfaced, and at least 10% more will be completed by next year.

Initial planning consent has been granted for a flood alleviation scheme at Merton Meadow in Hereford, which will also result in a city wetland area.”

4.2 Local Residents – Brilley Parish Council’s Tree Warden has recovered 7 out of 14 verge signs. A “butterfly watch” taken place on Chapel Road verges identified 11 different species within a 200-metre stretch. There was an urge from the Tree Warden to carry on with the late cut scheme as there has been a gradual positive increase since doing the late cut.
5. Planning – the following planning applications were NOTED by Parish Councillors:
5.1 P242683/F – Planning Permission – Meadow View, Brilley, Whitney-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR3 6HG Retrospective application for horse blanket washdown room with WC and parking area for caravan to be used as an office/welfare area for the equestrian business. 

REFUSED 

5.2 P251866/PA7 – All others, Prior Approval – Cefn Farm, Cefn Road, Brilley, Whitney-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR3 6JN Application to determine if prior approval is required for the proposed alteration of existing concrete yard 

PRIOR APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED 

5.3 P242527/F – Planning Permission - Meadow View, Brilley, Whitney-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR3 6HG Proposed hay barn and small workshop for equestrian use. 

APPROVED
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6. Financial Procedures –
Parish Councillors NOTED the bank balance as at 8th September 2025 was £9,088.29 in the current account and £15,123.91 in the savings account.  
6.1 The following payments were AGREED in accordance with the budget


6.1.1 Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – September 



6.1.2 Autela Payroll Services Inv No 16066 (FR18) £90.00 



6.1.3 HMRC Form P32 (FR19) £16.52
6.2 The following payments made were NOTED:


6.2.1 Unity Bank Charges £6.00 monthly by direct debit 



6.2.2 Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment - July (FR15) 



6.2.3 Clerk salary as per the Contract of Employment – August (FR16) 

6.2.4 Clerk reimbursement for delivery of fresh flowers to Mrs M Stewart for undertaking the task of our 24/25 audit (paid under S137) (FR14) £22.10 

6.2.5 CHQ No: 300001- Mr G Pugh reimbursed for roadside nature reserve expenses (FR13) £26.64 6.2.6 P G Watts Lengthsman B25.04 (FR17) £0.00 – NOTED 

6.2.7 P G Watts Lengthsman B25.03 (FR12) £0.00 – NOTED 

6.2.8 P G Watts Lengthsman B25.05 (FR20) £0.00 – NOTED
6.3 The following payment received was NOTED:
NONE
7. Parish Reports and Issues – 

7.1. Lengthsman - Parish Council made suggestions and debated whether a ‘handyman’ would benefit the Parish more, rather than a Contractor Lengthsman Specialist. It was AGREED to get in touch with local Lengthsman companies for their advice about what this Parish would benefit from and make the decision following their input. 
7.2. Councillor Vacancy – Parish Clerk announced the Notice had been displayed on 14 August for the 14-working day Notice period following Cllr Anning’s departure from the Council. As at the date of this meeting, the Parish Clerk is waiting to hear from Herefordshire Council regarding co-option. 

7.3. Finalise Budget – Parish Clerk read aloud the Expenses vs Budget spreadsheet for 2025-2026. Alterations were made:-
Increasing the Payroll Services budget

Decreasing the Stationary budget

Decreasing the Subscriptions budget

Increasing the Website budget

Increasing the ICO (Data Protection) budget

Decreasing the Training budget

Parish Councillors AGREED that we would not finalise the Lengthsman budget until we source a new Lengthsman. 
7.4. Risk Register – Parish Councillors and Clerk read through the Risk Register, and AGREED all was in order save for checking the accuracy of costs regarding our insurance. Clerk will cross check the Register with our insurance provider to then finalise the Register. 
7.5. Cherry Blossom Trees – An offer of 10,000 flowering Cherry Blossom Trees from Japan Government. Tree Warden has ordered one Tree which will be delivered in November. The tree should be accessible to all and visible to most in the Parish. A location is yet to be confirmed. The Parish Council suggested an area around the Village Hall would look great. 

14/2025

7.6. Drainage Grant – It was AGREED we would source a reputable Lengthsman and take advice from them before entering into said Grant to offer. 

7.7. Road Issues – A meeting took place with Cllr Chapman on Chapel Road particularly looking at the subsiding side by the Dingle, with Bruce from Senior Design Engineer from Herefordshire Highways suggesting just ‘fixing it’. Cllr Chapman will follow up with Bruce and report back. Chair will seek advice from Ward Councillor regarding Holburn Lane and the articulated vehicles issue. 
8. Items for next agenda (no discussion) – Lengthsman update, smart water scheme, agree precept, co-option of Councillor vacancy 
9.  To consider date of next meeting Monday 10th November 2025 at 7.30pm
Meeting closed at 20.52pm 

