
07/2024
Brilley Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Parish Council meeting on 

Monday 13 May 2024 at 19.30 in Brilley Village Hall
In attendance: Alasdair Stevenson (AS, Chair), Adrian Chapman (Vice Chair) Liz Tucker (LT), Gareth Bufton (GB) and Amber Littleworth, Parish Clerk 
Ward Councillor and Tree Warden 
4 members of the public

1. To elect a Chairperson – confirmation from AC he will be standing down as Chair. A unanimous vote took place for AS to become Chair of Brilley Parish Council. AS signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and AC immediately stood down as Chair for AS to take over the meeting. 
2. To elect a Vice Chairperson – unanimous vote for AC to become Vice Chair which AC accepted. Clerk handed out new Register of Interests Forms to be completed by Councillors. 
3. To receive apologies of absence – Steve Anning (SA)
4. To receive declarations of interest and written applications for dispensation – none received
5. To adopt minutes of previous meeting – 11th March 2024 – the Minutes were agreed by all present to be a true account of the meeting save for a slight amendment to Item 3 which was corrected at the meeting - GB proposed the minutes be adopted and LT seconded – the minutes were therefore ADOPTED and SIGNED. 
6. Public Forum – Local Residents – At Chairman’s discretion, up to 10 mins will be allocated for the public to make representations, ask questions & give evidence in respect of any item on the agenda. Maximum of 2 mins per person is allowed. Item is not for comment on parish council discussions or decisions. Issues raised will be in public minutes and may be videoed or recorded. 
6.1 Ward Councillor – An Energy Park route may affect traffic at the bottom of the A438 for the delivery of turbine blades. A local consultation will be held in May, June and July which Ward Councillor will forward to Clerk. A large amount of money is set aside for river works (£35m) under a new partnership where they are starting to figure out what needs to be done to solve problems to the River Wye. A conference on the River Wye will take place in the next couple of months. Ward Councillor confirmed the Contract is ending early with Balfour Beatty, the model is not working nor functioning properly. In addition to normal expenditure, there is going to be £30m to spend on roads as well as our normal budget over the next two years. This coming year £20m expenditure allowance, which isn’t enough to fix all of the roads, but enough to make a substantial difference. Balfour Beatty claim to take the Contract ending early comfortably and there is nothing stopping them from bidding the next Contract. Riparian responsibilities on access roads action has been patchy and there hasn’t been enough funding for the same. The goal should not cost money and enforcement is the last resort. Wilful blockages on any Rights of Way will be acted upon quickly. They want to get a system with consistent application of rules with a view of public rights of way issues disappearing. £250,000 funding available to fix styles etc has been directly sent to Parish Councils. Will Ward Councillor be responsible for the decision making for the grants? It is up to the Parish to make a good application and Ward Councillor will look favourably towards his parishes. Public Rights of Way officer has over 80 reports and zero funding. Ward Councillors encourages Footpath Officers to liaise with charitable organisations for help. The Parish Council will include information about verges/footpath officer in the Parish Magazine. 
6.2 Local Residents – a member of the public feels like there isn’t a great deal of information available to parishioners to notify the Council with footpath issues. The Parish Council hope a section the next Parish Magazine will make a difference and will include Parish Council meeting dates. Ward Councillor confirmed he will provide a list of existing reported issues for the Council to be made aware of. 
08/2024
7. Planning – 
7.1 P233244 Land at Brynafal Lane : DECISION : REJECTED
7.2 P212066 Upper Bridge Court : Previous application but noted by Parish Council that a caravan is in situ. This has been reported a number of times with Ward Councillor notification as well but unfortunately no response. 
8. Financial Procedures –
8.1 All payments stated in the Agenda were AGREED in accordance with the budget
8.2 The payments stated in the Agenda made between Parish Council meetings in accordance with budget were NOTED
8.3 Bank reconciliation unable to be carried out due to problems with NatWest. It was AGREED signatories would be Alasdair Stevenson, Adrian Chapman and Liz Tucker in the first instance. 
9. Parish Reports and Issues – 

9.1 Annual Parish Meeting – carried out prior to the Parish Council meeting 
9.2 Hedges and Verges in the Parish – verges group had a meeting with Balfour Beatty and the County but unsure if the same will take place this year. Ward Councillors states when Balfour Beatty carry out a job it is completed by someone who has no idea who to carry out said task efficiently and effectively. The Parish Council are willing to use extra funding but not willing to make for it twice – clarity has been requested from Ward Councillor regarding this. 
Overhanging trees there are specific rules which need to be adhered to. Balfour Beatty stated there aren’t fully defined rules but the basic guide is that there should be no obstruction or damage to vehicles or problems for pedestrians. 2.4m allowance on the pathway. 5.2m guidance on the road and if there are obstructions it is the responsibility of the highways authority to approach the landowner. Ward Councillors advice is to approach the landowner in a friendly manner. 
9.3 Procedures and Policies – Chair confirmed he will work his way through these. 

9.4 Insurance due for renewal – Chair to go through documentation and report back to Clerk with confirmation to pay the same when we are able. 
10. Items for next agenda (no discussion) – review banking situation, pc magazine and other communications, audit update
10.  To consider date of next meeting Monday 8th July 2024 19.30
Meeting closed at 09.02pm

