
Brilley Parish Council
Minutes of the The Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 25th March 2021 at 19.30 via Zoom
In attendance: Adrian Chapman, Alistair Stevenson, Roger Bayliss.
Also present: Ward Councillor Graham Jones, Emma Noble, Parish Clerk
1. To receive apologies for absence – Steve Anning, Chris Holloway. CH advised that he feels he will step down as Vice Chair at the next meeting. 
2. To receive declarations of interest and written applications for dispensation – none declared.
3. To adopt minutes of previous meeting – 12th January 2021 – These were agreed to be a true account of the meeting and ADOPTED.
4. Public Forum –  
4.1. Ward Councillor – To receive report – Ward Cllr Jones expressed his disappointment that the Southern Link Road Project has been rejected. It was noted that the Council Tax has risen by 4.99% with 3% of this ring fenced for Adult and Social Care.  It was confirmed the new Chief Executive of Herefordshire Council is Paul Walker. Ward Cllr Jones gave an update on the COVID numbers for Herefordshire and confirmed they are at the lowest level since October with the number of deaths in the county around the same as the seasonal average.  Cllr Jones shared his frustrations at the amount of money being proposed for electric buses when the money could be spent on maintaining the transport network we already have with roads in urgent need of repair. 
4.2. Local Residents –  At Chairman’s discretion, up to 10 mins will be allocated for the public to make representations, ask questions & give evidence in respect of any item on the agenda. Maximum of 2 mins per person is allowed. Item is not for comment on parish council discussions or decisions. Issues raised will be in public minutes and may be videoed or recorded – no members of the public present but an item brought forward by the public will be discussed in 8.
5. Financial Procedures – To note financial position, bank reconciliation and consider the following payments and income against budget. 
5.1    PG Watts, Lengthsman for January chq 573 £315.00 and February Chq no 574 £265.00 - ACTIONED
5.2 To consider Clerk’s contracted hrs salary 05/01/2021 – 16/03/21 10 weeks pay £630.42 chq no 575- ACTIONED
5.3 To consider clerks expenses for mileage (1 journey to Brilley at 36 miles 0.45 ppm) £16.20 576 - ACTIONED
5.4    To consider Invoice Upper Bridge Enterprises LLP £159.00 Website Annual License- This was agreed to be a valuable asset to the community and ACTIONED.
5.5    To consider HALC annual Affiliation and subscription to both HALC and NALC £354.22- ACTIONED
5.6    To consider bank reconciliation – the bank reconciliation was NOTED.
6. Parish Reports and Issues – 

6.1. Lengthsman Scheme – To note report in CIS and consider work for Lengthsman  
Peter Watts has reported various issues over the last two months, this included fly tipping. This has been reported to Balfour Beatty and the clerk will ask the Locality Steward to monitor the situation.  AS asked how the issues that Peter Watts raises and that need further work are dealt with and the clerk reported that she logs the issue on the designated council website page. BB then investigate it. 

It was noted the Millhalf Culvert has been rectified and also new signs have gone up on crossroads that borders with Powys. It was noted that the hedge along Upper and Lower Bridge has been cut and the trimmings are still covering the lane but this was understood to be in hand. 
7.  Litter Pick -  To discuss date and details for a community litter pick – the date of the ‘Keep Britain Tidy – Great British Spring Clean’ is 28 May – 13 June. It was agreed that we will fix the date at the next meeting and contact volunteers who have expressed a wish to take part.      The clerk will liaise with Balfour Beatty.                                                                              ACTION - CLERK
8. Notice Board  – Clerk to update on the price of noticeboards as per requirements – The clerk has emailed some suitable notice boards to the Parish Councillors and these were discussed.  It was noted that by the time delivery, posts and fixings are added they will be over budget. It was therefore agreed that the clerk will communicate with the supplier to see if the price can be lowered if two noticeboards are purchased.                                                                                 ACTION: CLERK
9. Red Lane/Dark Lane – Clerk to update on classification of right of ways – The clerk has contacted Balfour Beatty to clarify the classification of the lanes, but Balfour Beatty could not confirm the information from the definitive map they were accessing. The Clerk was advised to contact the community police officer and is awaiting a reply.  The clerk will provide the contact details to AC to see if he can clarify the lanes on the definitive map that Herefordshire Council have on the website.  
10. To discuss concerns regarding A438 roadworks – AC expressed his concern that the roadworks and traffic lights in the A438 just south of the toll Bridge have been there for some time, but no work is in progress. Unfortunately Ward Cllr Jones had left the meeting at this stage due to poor broadband signal. It was felt that the work needed is probably due to erosion of the riverbank and costs/investigation works are in process. The clerk will confirm this and raise with Ward Cllr Jones to see if he can provide an update. It was agreed that the Parish Council involved with the works would be the Eardisley Group and the clerk will contact the relevant Parish Clerk to clarify the situation.       ACTION: CLERK
11. NDP – To discuss the review of the NDP – it was agreed by all those present to discuss the NDP Review at the next meeting in the hope that meetings can physically take place. It was also considered to be a good idea to promote this at the Annual Parish Meeting as this may encourage residents to become part of the Steering Group.  It was suggested a good NDP Review to look at for reference is Sutton.
12. Verge Cutting – To consider any variations to planned verge cutting – Those present unanimously agreed no change to the cutting schedule is needed. 
13. To note correspondence – See CIS 
14. To raise matters for next agenda or for Clerk’s action under delegated powers (no discussion) 
· costs for the external audit,
·  A438 update,
· Notice boards
· NDP Review 
· Grant to Village Hall 
15. To note date of next meeting – 11th May 2021 at 7.30pm    also Annual Parish Meeting 11th TBC
Emma Noble – Parish Clerk
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